
A message from the Principal and Assistant Principal  

Dear Cactus Valley Families, 
  
March has tried to come in like a lion... will it go out like a lamb?  I think most of 
us are ready for warmer, sunnier weather with more visions of green than white!  
It’s hard to believe the official start to spring is around the corner, and in a few 
weeks we’ll be enjoying a week off for spring break!  I don’t know about you, but 
we find a sense of renewed energy and a brightened spirit with the longer, 
warmer days!  

With spring also comes our state testing windows.  Students are given the CMAS 
assessment each year, which is designed to give schools and teachers more 
information about students’ understanding of the Colorado Academic Standards 
and to improve our instruction.   The testing is only a portion of the students’ 
day, and for the remainder of the school day they will be participating in regular 
classes and learning.  We appreciate your help with attendance of your student 
during these times. 
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Lockdown Practice Drill: In an attempt to prepare our students and staff in the event 
of a lockdown during our lunchtime/recess hours, we would like to have a practice drill in April. 
Since students aren’t at an exact location during this time, we will be talking to individual 
classes throughout the month of March to explain where they would lockdown and what they 
would do if a lockdown occurred during their lunch time. We will be enlisting the help of the 
Silt PD and our PTA to help conduct this drill. We will also send out a reminder to parents with 
the exact date of this drill as we get into April.  

Please join us in some fun activities this month:  

3/12 7:00 2nd Grade Musical 

3/13 6:00-8:00 CVE PTA 19th Annual Art Auction  
3/19 2:45 3rd Qtr Awards Assembly  

Other Reminders:  

  ●  3/8 Daylight Savings Begins...spring ahead one hour!  

  ●  Spring Break begins Friday, March 20th. Students return to school 
on Monday, March 30th. Please be sure to check the lost and found!  

  ●  Please be sure to park in a parking spot when dropping off or picking 
up your child.  

  Here’s wishing you all a Happy Spring! Thank you again for your support 
of the staff and students at CVE. Together WE CAN, WE WILL 
continue to make a positive difference in the lives of our children!  

  Sincerely,  
Kelly Detlefsen, Principal 
Simone Richardson, Assistant Principal  

  



Counselor’s Corner 
Whew! We’re heading towards Spring and a much needed Spring Break! In kindergarten, we 
will talk about what it means to be a friend. In 1st and 2nd grade we will learn how to make 
friends by asking questions to help us get to know each other better. In 3rd grade we will be 
discussing how to handle conflicts, and in 4th and 5th grade we will celebrate our uniqueness 
and learn some fun ways to build friendship skills.  

Totes for Hope sign up forms went out the first week of school. Totes for Hope helps families 
in need by providing 6-8 non-perishable items of food weekly and is delivered on Wednesdays. 
If you would like to sign up, please contact me.  

Winter weather is not over.  If your student needs hats, gloves, coats, etc...please contact me 
and I can help find your student what they need. 

If you have questions or concerns about your student or need referrals for mental health 
services, please call Ms. Amy Chabin, 665-7764. 

Lost and Found 

Please remember to check lost and found for any items you student may be 
missing. It is located outside of the CVE office. 

Digital Citizenship Topic of the Month: Cellphones  

Parents, if you are seeking advice about cellphones and young people, check out the 
link below to read an article with advice on the "correct age" to get your child a 

cell phone or what the best privacy settings are when they do have a cell phone. 
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/cellphone-parenting 

  

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/cellphone-parenting


Music Notes 
“Art is a nation’s most precious heritage. For it is in our works of art that we reveal to 
ourselves and to others the inner vision which guides us as a nation. And where there is no 
vision, the people perish.” 
 –Lyndon Johnson 

The 1st grade will continue on working on their little musical, Stone Soup!  Parents 
keep an eye out for notes to tell you time and dates to help make the set, costumes, and any 
props.  The date for the performance is the 16th of April at 7pm. Please write it down! 

The 2nd grade is gearing up for their performance of Squirm! This performance is 
March 12th at 7 pm in the CVE gymnasium. It is fast approaching! If anyone can help with 
anything please let me know. Notes have been going home every week for over a month now, 
please keep your out for them for times to come in and help. 

The 3rd and 4th grades have started on recorders.  This is a terrific way to show and 
use all the concepts we have been using in class.  They are already doing great! 
 The 5th graders have started their brand new play called Summer Camp. This musical 
will be performed in May, and we have our work cut out for us. It is great for them to step out 
of their comfort zone and do one last performance for all of you! 

Our choir, the Treblemakers, are doing great. Our concert is set for May 14th. The 
songs are arrangements from the ‘50’s.  Please remember that rehearsals are before school at 
7:30 on Tuesday mornings, and on Thursdays from 3:15-3:45 (during school). Please remember 
the trip to Elitch Gardens in Denver on May 20th. If you have not paid the $25 fee yet please 
do so! That was actually due today, but we can extend that time a little before paying our bill. 
 Last, but not least, I have created a music website for my classroom. You can check it 
out anytime. I plan to show what we are working on in the classroom, have a place for the 
students that are working on recorder to go and have music to accompany their playing, a place 
where the choir students can go to help them learn their choir parts, some music trivia, 
cultural connections around holidays and songs in different languages you can try out… 
hopefully something for everyone, check it out! Go to the CVE website quick links and you will 
see Mr. Bankey’s Music Class. 

  



  

 

  



  



 

  


